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Caldecott Honoree Shawn Harris uses mirrored images to tell the story of one epic duel. The illustrations follow one
simple rule. Each pair of facing pages is perfectly symmetrical, mirrored over the gutter of the book.

Inspired by the classic kindergarten “squish painting” art project that usually makes butterflies, Duel is a version of
monoprinting, where you fold the paper down the middle, so the paint squishes symmetrically across both pages,
creating perfectly symmetrical images on both sides of the spread and a psychedelic mix of color.

Readers will be inspired to try this art style themselves.

Y “Delights in duplicate; expect this title to double everyone’s
pleasure at the next storytime.”

—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“The joyfully hands-on method behind this playful work of artistic discipline
beckons readers to squish some paint of their own.”
—DPublishers Weekly

“Symmetrical storytelling at its finest . . . Beautiful. Inventive. Awesome.”
—Betsy Bird, A Fuse #8 Production

“Shawn Harris’s books make me happy. Duel is so fun,
unique, and clever. I loved it!”
—Colby Sharp, 5th Grade Teacher

Shawn Harris is an award-winning creator of books for kids, including Let’s Be Bees, which

Kirkus Reviews called a “joyful celebration of shared make-believe” in a starred review. He received a
Caldecott Honor for his debut authored book Have You Ever Seen a Flower? His work as an illustrator
includes the Newbery Medal-winning bestseller The Eyes and the Impossible, written by Dave Eggers,
and A Polar Bear in the Snow by Mac Barnett, among others. He lives in Northern California,

where he also writes songs, surfs, and plays racquetball.
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