THE LIVING DECLARATION: A BIOGRAPHY OF AMERICA’S FOUNDING TEX'T

A historian and former presidential speechwriter traces the words and ideas that made America
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This landmark book is the centerpiece of

THE LIVING DECLARATION

Rediscovering America’s Founding Text

A Library of America Public Humanities Program

June — December 2026

e public programs — high-profile public programs
at major cultural and historical institutions across
the country

e livingdeclaration.org — digital archive with
video readings and commentary, discussion
guides, and more, launching in May

e six-part podcast — with historians, public figures,
artists, faith leaders, & others talking about the en-
during global legacy of the Declaration of Independence

The Living Declaration is made NATIONAL

possible with generous support j ENDOWMENT

from The National Endowment FOR THE
HUMANITIES

for the Humanities, Les Levi, and
David Bruce Smith/Grateful American Foundation

Author Ted Widmer joins leading scholars and public figures nationwide

6/24/2026

Central Library | 9/23/2026

9/30/2026

10/11/2026

10/21/2026

THE LIVING DECLARATION

Rediscovering America’s Founding Text

We hold these truths to be self-

Calendar of Programs

July 16: €
U

NEW YORK | The Society Library (launch) |
CHICAGO | Chicago Public Library, Harold
Washington Center | 7/16/2026

LOS ANGELES | Library Foundation of Los Angeles,
BOSTON | The Massachusetts Historical Society |
NEW ORLEANS | Historic New Orleans Collection |

PHILADELPHIA | The National Constitution Center |

CHARLOTTESVILLE | Monticello | 11/13/2026

With other events still to be scheduled
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