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Covering the WTT US Smash for Defector

UNDERSPIN

Tour

Forthcoming Media

Excerpt in Racquet Mag

A Debutiful & 
Literary Hub Most

Anticipated Book of 2025

9/23
Yu & Me Books, New York, NY

9/24
PingPod, New York, NY

10/6
Harvard Book Store, Cambridge, MA

10/7
Lost City Books, Washington, DC

10/8
Literati Bookstore, Ann Arbor, MI

10/10
Left Bank Books, St. Louis, MO

10/24
Elliott Bay Book Company, Seattle, WA

Marketing

Preorder campaign at Literati Bookstore
Collaboration with Ping Pod

PW Grab A Galley
Swag package

Debutiful and Electric Literature
interested in second serial

https://worldtabletennis.com/eventInfo?eventId=3082
https://debutiful.net/2025/06/26/the-most-ancitipated-debut-books-of-2025-part-2/
https://lithub.com/lit-hubs-most-anticipated-books-of-2025-part-two/?single=true


Praise for Underspin

"Visceral and cerebral."
—Alina Grabowski, author of Women and Children First  

"An illuminating story of dedication and sacrifice."
—Publishers Weekly

"[Zhao is] a poet of table tennis."
—Kirkus Reviews

"Underspin will pull you into its relentless rally and leave you breathless."
—Anelise Chen, author of So Many Olympic Exertions 

"As perfectly orchestrated as a winning shot."
—Laura van den Berg, author of State of Paradise 

"An eruption of a debut." 
—Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah, author of Chain-Gang All-Stars 
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“Written in beautiful, burnished prose, and structured in a dazzlingly intelligent
way, Underspin will make you ask: How can this be a first novel?" 

—Neel Mukherjee, author of The Lives of Others and Choice

“Zhao's prose is a marvel — sly, seductive, and cutthroat as a kill shot."
—Rob Franklin, author of Great Black Hope

“An electric debut." 
—Jenny Tinghui Zhang, author of Four Treasures of the Sky

 "Challengers, but make it table tennis . . . I love a character portrait and I love a
bildungsroman.”

—McKayla Coyle, Literary Hub

“I love a good sports novel and this is a gold medal of a novel. [Underspin]
shocks and awes as good as the masters." 

—Adam Vitcavage, Debutiful


