
SPORTS STORY
Action-packed baseball stories for real sports fans

Learn more about Harvey Haddox,
the 1959 pitcher who pitched a  

perfect game and LOST, in  
“The Real Story” chapter.

• Over 730,000 copies of books in the 
Fred Bowen Sports Story Series sold

• Fiction stories with play-by-play 
action, inspired by real-life  
sports history

• Bowen coached kids’ baseball teams 
• Bowen has written a weekly sports 

column for kids in the Washington 
Post for over 20 years

More baseball books by Fred Bowen

“Will tide over youngsters 
longing for the start of the 

sport’s spring season.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

To order, please contact your Penguin Random House sales 
representative or call customer service at (800) 733-3000. PeachtreeBooks.com
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THERE’S MORE TO A PITCH 
THAN SPEED.
More than anything, twelve-year-old T. J. 
wants to be a pitcher. But he’s smaller than 
his teammates, and his pitches just don’t pack 
the power they need to strike out the batters.
So when T. J. learns about one of baseball’s early heroes, 
Pittsburgh Pirate Rip Sewell, he decides to try Sewell’s secret 
weapon. Will his teammates give T. J. the chance to prove that 
he can be a pitcher? And will T. J.’s secret pitch help lead his 
team to victory?
Also featured in “The Real Story”: a slice of sports history about pitcher 
Rip Sewell and “The Eephus Pitch.”

Praise for T.J.’s Secret Pitch 
“[Bowen’s] pacing is excellent” 

  —The Washington Post

Middle reader fiction / Sports
www.peachtree-online.com

SPORTS STORY

For more details, see inside or go to 
www.SportsStorySeries.com

HEY, SPORTS FANS!
Don’t miss these other action-packed 

books in the series!
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F R E D  B O W E N
EVEN THE BEST PLAYERS 
HAVE SETBACKS…
Brett Carter, the Wildcats’ star forward, is a 
hotshot on his basketball team—or at least he 
was. After missing an easy layup shot at the buzzer in one of the 
most important games of the season, he feels like a total loser. 
And things only get worse from there…

Brett is losing his confidence fast. With the championship game 
coming up, can he overcome his fears and play like a “winner” 
again?

Also featured in “The Real Story”:  facts about well-known players and their 
hard-fought comebacks.
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www.peachtree-online.com

“Reads like a successful drive to the hoop—
quick, purposeful, and effective.”

 —Booklist

For more details, see inside or go to 
www.SportsStorySeries.com

HEY, SPORTS FANS!
Don’t miss these other action-packed 

books in the series!
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Comeback

SPORTS STORY

F R E D  B O W E N
READY…SET…HUT ONE!
Jesse Wagner has played wide receiver to older 
brother Jay’s quarterback since he was a little kid. 
Now Jay’s in college and Jesse’s on the high school 
freshman team.  

The Panthers are struggling, and things look even worse when 
their quarterback is injured. Jay suggests that his brother try out 
as QB. Jesse knows the playbook backwards and forwards, but 
he feels he’s too small for the role. He just doesn’t look the part.  

Can Jesse play against type and help the Panthers become a 
winning team?

Also featured in “The Real Story”: facts about famous players like Fran 
Tarkenton and Russell Wilson, who excelled as quarterbacks even though 
they didn’t “look the part.” 
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www.peachtree-online.com

“An apt choice to surprise a young football fan 
with the power of words.”

 —Kirkus Reviews

For more details, see inside or go to 
www.SportsStorySeries.com

HEY, SPORTS FANS!
Don’t miss these other action-packed 

books in the series!
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SPORTS STORY
Mystery

SOCCER TROPHY
F R E D  B O W E N

WHY STEAL A TROPHY?Can soccer-playing twins Aiden and Ava unravel the longstanding mystery of their town’s missing soccer trophy? More importantly, can they both lead their teams to a championship season?

Information about the real theft of the World Cup Trophy is included in the back of the story.

Middle reader fiction / Sportswww.peachtree-online.com

“Bowen is quickly joining the ranks of today’s most popular sports-fiction authors…he skillfully interweaves fact and fiction and uses historical sports plays and concepts as a backdrop for the story.” —School Library Journal

SPORTS STORY

For more details, see inside or go to www.SportsStorySeries.com

HEY, SPORTS FANS!Don’t miss these other action-packed books in the series!

BOWEN
SOCCER TROPHY MYSTERY
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F R E D  B O W E N
EVEN THE BEST PLAYERS 
HAVE SETBACKS…Brett Carter, the Wildcats’ star forward, is a hotshot on his basketball team—or at least he was. After missing an easy layup shot at the buzzer in one of the most important games of the season, he feels like a total loser. And things only get worse from there…

Brett is losing his confidence fast. With the championship game coming up, can he overcome his fears and play like a “winner” again?

Also featured in “The Real Story”:  facts about well-known players and their hard-fought comebacks.
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“Reads like a successful drive to the hoop—quick, purposeful, and effective.” —Booklist

For more details, see inside or go to www.SportsStorySeries.com

HEY, SPORTS FANS!Don’t miss these other action-packed books in the series!

BOWEN

U S  $ 6 . 9 9  /  C A N  $ 9 . 5 0

EAN

HARDCOURT COMEBACK

HARDCOUR T

Comeback

SPORTS STORY

THE
F R E D  B O W E N

GLOVE

WITH THIS GLOVE, 
JAMIE COULD DO NO 
WRONG…When Jamie’s lucky glove disappears, his performance on the field suffers. He’s lost much more than a glove. He’s lost his confidence. 

He seeks help from a former minor league player, who shares some advice and fielding tips. But will hard work and practice be enough to rebuild Jamie’s confidence? Will he ever find out what happened to his “golden glove”?

Also featured in “The Real Story”:  facts about the history of the development of baseball gloves.

Middle grade fiction / Sportswww.peachtree-online.com

“[Bowen’s] pacing is excellent and he has a knack for efficient evocation.” —The Washington Post

SPORTS STORY

For more details, see inside or go to www.SportsStorySeries.com

HEY, SPORTS FANS!Don’t miss these other action-packed books in the series!
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BAR CODE TKBAR CODE TK

ISBN 978-1-56145-ISBN 978-1-56145-
504-1   $6.99504-1   $6.99

Mystery
SOCCER TROPHY
F R E D  B O W E N

WHY STEAL A TROPHY?
Can soccer-playing twins Aiden and Ava 
unravel the longstanding mystery of their town’s 
missing soccer trophy? More importantly, 
can they both lead their teams to a 
championship season?

Information about the real theft of the World Cup 
Trophy is included in the back of the story.
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“Bowen is quickly joining the ranks of today’s 
most popular sports-fiction authors…he skillfully 

interweaves fact and fiction and uses historical sports 
plays and concepts as a backdrop for the story.”

 —School Library Journal

SPORTS STORY

For more details, see inside or go to 
www.SportsStorySeries.com

HEY, SPORTS FANS!
Don’t miss these other action-packed 

books in the series!
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SecretPitch

HC: 9781682634110 
$16.99 US / $23.49 CAN

NEW!


