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Based on the events  
of real medieval libraries 

in Portugal.  

Booker is a little bat with a big job. 

He is training to be the newest 

guard at a very old library. Like the 

other bats, Booker’s job is to fly through 

the stacks at night, gobbling down 

the bugs that are eating the antique 

leather books. It’s the perfect job for 

Booker because he loves to read. And 

eat juicy bugs—yum! 

But on Booker’s first night, he 

witnesses a crime in the library. And 

all the other guards are out fooling 

around. Can Booker come up with 

a plan to save the library—and his 

beloved books—all on his own? 

 0407

JESS M. BRALLIER is a former publisher 
in various media (books, websites, apps, and 
virtual worlds including  Poptropica) and the 
author of more than thirty books for adults and 
children, including  Tess’s Tree,  The Olphabet, 
and  The Unknown Soldier. Jess loves books, 
libraries, and hairy animals, and he knows what 
it’s like to be nervous, unsure, and the new kid 
on the block. So Booker is his favorite book 
ever. Visit Jess at www.jessbrallier.com.

JEFF HARTER is an illustrator, character 
designer, animated TV show creator, and 
professor of illustration. He has illustrated 
greeting cards, magazines, and children’s 
books, including The Lion on the Bus. Jeff lives 
with his family in New York, where he enjoys 
exploring the scenic countryside in his mini, 
mighty SUV. You can see more of Jeff ’s work at 
www.jeffharter.com.

Cover art by Jeff Harter
Cover design by Jay Colvin

New York
PixelandInkBooks.com

@PixelandInkBks

Printed in China

A guard’s job is to  
eat bugs, before  

those bugs eat books.
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Andy’s stuck in the Darkness, the scariest, most 

horrible place on Black Sand Beach. But he’s 

not alone. Harry, aka Dash, from the previous 

summer is there, too, showing Andy more 

terrors in the world without light.   

Meanwhile, Andy’s sister Eleanor is desperate 

to get him back. Desperate enough to follow 

Eleanor and Andy’s odd and silent father into 

the woods to look for Andy, the woods where 

Eleanor witnessed things that really messed 

their father up. 

As Eleanor, Lily, and the real Dash battle the 

ferocious cow monsters in order to save her 

brother, Andy and Harry are in a fight for their 

lives, too. But Andy can only be saved by joining 

the two worlds of dark and light—and the horror 

that brings.
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So DARK, So DEEP 

RICHARD FAIRGRAY 
is a writer, artist, and colorist, best known 

for his work in comic books such as  

Blastosaurus and Ghost Ghost, and pic-

ture books such as Gorillas in Our Midst, 

My Grandpa Is a Dinosaur, and If I Had an 

Elephant. As a child he firmly believed he 

would grow up and eat all the candy he 

wanted and stay up as late as he liked. By 

drawing pictures when he wasn’t meant to 

and reading all the things people told him 

not to, he has made his dream come true.

Richard lives in  Surrey, British Columbia, where 

he is able to work furiously, surrounded by 

plastic skeletons, dogs, friends, loved ones 

(and possibly the most comprehensive collec-

tion of Courtney Love bootlegs on the planet).
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The FOURTH book in the middle-grade GRAPHIC NOVEL  
series by Richard Fairgray, creator of the bestselling  

BLASTOSAURUS comic series
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MORE For Middle Graders

Dianne K. Salerni

The

    CA
RREFOUR
CURSE

Twelve-year-old Garnet doesn’t 
know her family. Her mother 

has done her best to keep it that way, 
living far from the rest of the magical 
Carrefour clan and their legendary 
mansion known as Crossroad House.

But when Garnet finally gets 
summoned to the estate, it isn’t quite 
what she hoped for. Her relatives  
are strange and quarrelsome, each 
room in Crossroad House is more  
dilapidated than the last, and she 
can’t keep straight which dusty  
hallways and cobwebbed corners  
are forbidden. 

And then she learns a terrifying 
secret: the dying Carrefour patriarch 
fights to retain his life by stealing 
power from the others. Every  
household accident that isn’t an  
accident, every unexpected illness  
and unexplained disappearance  
grants him a little more time. 

While the Carrefours  
squabble over who will inherit 
his role when (if) he dies, Garnet 
encounters evidence of an even  
deeper curse. Was she brought to 
Crossroad House as part of the  
curse . . . or is she meant to  
break it?
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“Spooky, dark, and enthralling. I couldn’t put it down until every mystery had been solved.”  
—Cassie Beasley, New York Times bestselling author of Circus Mirandus

Dianne K. Salern iDianne K. Salern i    
has written many books for  
children, including Junior Library  
Guild Gold Standard Selections  
Eleanor, Alice, and the Roosevelt 
Ghosts and Jadie in Five Dimensions.  
After teaching elementary school for 
twenty-five years, Dianne now  
spends her time hanging around  
creepy cemeteries and climbing 
2,000-year-old pyramids for  
book research. Visit her online  
at www.diannesalerni.com.

Jacket illustration copyright © 2023  
by Scott Altmann.

Signing the Family Book completes a contract  
with the source of our family magic.  

But it’s not necessary for you to sign the  
Book to wield magic. You’re a Carrefour,  

and the magic is yours to master,  
no matter what.

more from the imagination of  

Dianne K. Salerni

A Junior Library Guild  
Gold Standard Selection

A Junior Library Guild  
Gold Standard Selection
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CAN TWO GIRLS GET TO 
THE BOTTOM OF THEIR 
SMALL TOWN’S SECRETS,  
OR WILL THEY BECOME 
ANOTHER GHOST STORY?  

F eral is littered with secrets, mysteries, 

and unexplained disappearances. The 

town has always been weird . . . and most 

residents just accept that.

But intrepid young investigators Freya and 

Monica are sure that Feral is getting weirder. 

More kids are disappearing, signs of the 

supernatural are surfacing in new places, and 

the lights went on in the attic of the abandoned 

Messner Mansion. No one has lived there for 

decades! Even though they know they shouldn’t, 

Freya and Monica can’t resist the temptation to 

find out what’s inside the old house.

The next adventure in the delightfully creepy 

Frights from Feral series follows these two 

through the mansion and down into the deep, 

dark passages hidden below the haunted town. 

If they aren’t careful, they might become the 

town’s next unsolved mystery! 
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MARK FEARING has never been 

bitten by a werewolf, a zombie, or a vampire. 

But he was bitten by the creative bug, which is far 

more dangerous. He is the illustrator of the Middle 

School Bites series by Steven Banks, and the 

author/illustrator of Oregon Spirit Book Award 

Winner Castle Gesundheit  and Junior Library 

Guild Gold Standard Selection  Welcome to 

Feral. Mark lives in Oregon with his family. Visit 

him at www.markfearing.com

Jacket art copyright © 2023 by Mark Fearing

THERE ARE STRANGE, DARK 
THINGS BURIED BENEATH THIS 

SMALL TOWN . . .
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You might think you’re safe from monsters 
and menaces. But everyday objects can turn 
against you, too. A mysterious microwave. 
A threatening board game. A snowman that 
refuses to melt. Even your own heartbeat  
has its secrets. When you stop to listen,  
each beat sounds more menacing than  
the last. 

Thu-thump. 
   Thu-thump. 

You never know what’s out to get you.

Master storyteller Josh Allen brings  
thirteen nightmare scenarios to life in  
this page-turning collection that’s perfect  
for budding horror junkies. In his wondrous 
world, danger waits behind every doorway . . . 
even in the most ordinary places. Readers 
will sleep with one eye open!

Josh AllenJosh Allen checks under his  
bed before switching off the light each 
night. During the day, he teaches creative 
writing and literature at Brigham Young 
University-Idaho. His debut book for  
young readers, Out to Get You, received 
two starred reviews and was a Junior 
Library Guild selection. He lives in Idaho 
with his family.

SarahSarah J. Coleman J. Coleman was an 
early pioneer of hand lettering and has 
illustrated covers for many renowned 
books, including Newbery Honor winner 
Wolf Hollow. Her design clients range  
from Coca-Cola and Starbucks to the  
New York Times. 
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The breakfast you can’t avoidThe breakfast you can’t avoid..
The snowman who will not meltThe snowman who will not melt..

The nightmare that might never endThe nightmare that might never end..

What else is out to get you?What else is out to get you?

Jacket art © 2021 by Sarah J. Coleman

R.L. Stine meets Edgar Allan Poe  R.L. Stine meets Edgar Allan Poe  
in thirteen chilling  in thirteen chilling  
short stories to keep  short stories to keep  

you up at nightyou up at night

“Part Twilight Zone, part Sideways Stories from Wayside 
School, and part . . . super weird. An instant classic.” 
—Lindsey Leavitt, author of The Pages Between Us

“Twisty, terrifying, and oh-so fun! From monstrous microwaves to 
carnivorous pillows, you’ll never look at life the same way again.”  

—Kim Ventrella, author of The Secret Life of Sam 

“Bone-chilling, brain-twisting stories worthy of the  
great masters, Rod Serling and R. L. Stine. Thirteen  

reasons to sleep with the light on tonight.”  
—Chris Crowe, author of Death Coming Up the Hill

★  “A top-notch thrill-ride of creepy, crunchy horror.  “A top-notch thrill-ride of creepy, crunchy horror.  
This collection belongs on every young horror shelf.”  This collection belongs on every young horror shelf.”  

——School Library Journal , starred review of , starred review of Out to Get You
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Middle School bites
For Middle Graders

     TOM BITES BACK

BY NEW YORK TIMES 
BEST-SELLING AUTHOR                           

STEVEN 
BANKS

ILLUSTRATED BY
MARK 

FEARING

“Fast! Funny! Fresh!” 
— Chris Grabenstein, #1 New York  
Times best-selling author of the  
Mr. Lemoncello’s Library series

Eleven-year-old Tom was bit by a 
vampire, a werewolf, and a zombie 

right before the first day of middle 
school. It was a weird and crazy day.  

And the worst part? Even a Vam-Wolf-Zom 
needs to go to sixth grade. 

Plus, Tom has to perfect his bat flying skills, investigate the 
mysterious scientist down the street, and keep from howling  
in his friend’s band. And he cannot, under any circumstances,  
eat his sister’s mouse, Terrence.

It’s not easy being the only Vam-Wolf-Zom known  
to humankind. . . .

DON’T MISS THE FIRST BOOK  
by SpongeBob SquarePants writer 

STEVEN BANKS!
“What are you waiting for?  
Open this book right now!” 
—Tom Angleberger, New York 
Times best-selling author  
of the Origami Yoda series

“A fang-tastic kickoff.” 
—Booklist 

“A howling good time.” 
—Kirkus Reviews
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Eleven-year-old Tom was bit by a vampire, 
a werewolf, and a zombie right before the first 

day of middle school. It was a weird and crazy day. 
And he didn’t even get excused from sixth grade!

Now Tom is stuck navigating normal middle-school 
conundrums as the world’s only Vam-Wolf-Zom. And ever since 
he accidentally caused some drama between the vampire and the 
werewolf who bit him, he’s got to avoid trouble with them, too. 
Luckily the zombie who bit him turns out to be a super nice guy. 
(Go figure!)

Even the nicest monster can’t help when it 
comes to figuring out the rules for sixth grade, 
though. Looks like Tom is on his own as he deals 
with band arguments, a suddenly-friendly-but-
formerly-mean bully, and even a first kiss. . . . 
Not to mention an epic vampire vs. werewolf 
showdown during the middle school musical!

DON’T MISS THE REST OF THE SERIES  
by SpongeBob SquarePants writer  

STEVEN BANKS!STEVEN BANKS!

MIDDLE SCHOOL BITES
MIDDLE SCHOOL BITES

#4

Banks / Fearing
 

N
IGHT

 OF T
HE VA

M
-W

OLF-Z
OM

MIDDLE SCHOOL BITES
MIDDLE SCHOOL BITES

NIGHT OF THE  VAM-WOLF-ZOM
NIGHT OF THE  VAM-WOLF-ZOM

BY NEW YORK TIMES 
BEST-SELLING AUTHOR                                                

STEVENSTEVEN  
BANKSBANKS

ILLUSTRATED BY
MARK MARK 

FEARINGFEARING

NightVamWolfZom_MSB4_cov_R.indd   1NightVamWolfZom_MSB4_cov_R.indd   1 4/18/22   11:29 AM4/18/22   11:29 AM


