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The Orwell Award-winning author of Easternization,
Gideon Rachman offers an intimate look at the rise of
strongman leaders around the globe, charting the most
urgent political story of our era.

From Trump, Putin and Bolsonaro to Erdogan, Xi and Modi,
Gideon Rachman focuses on the strongman phenomenon around
the world and uncovers the complex and often shocking interaction
between these leaders. In the process, he finds the common
themes in our local nightmares and offers a bold new paradigm for
understanding our world, and finds global coherence in the chaos
of the new nationalism, leadership cults and hostility to liberal
democracy.

In this newly updated edition, Gideon Rachman analyzes Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and how this has affected Putin’s standing; the
defeat of Bolsonaro in Brazil’'s election last month; an update on

Netanyahu’s return to power in Israel; and much more.

“A comprehensive survey, written with pace, clarity, and a superb, page-turning narrative fluency, of the
gradual collapse of that fragile post-Cold War consensus into a new age of authoritarian dictatorship,
mainly characterised by the historically familiar spectacle of ageing male leaders pumping up a rhetoric
of war, threat, national destiny and “traditional values” to the point where actual armed conflict becomes
difficult to avoid.” --Joyce McMillan, The Scotsman

“The Age of the Strongman provides the first truly global treatment of the new nationalism, underpinned
by an exceptional level of access to key actors in this drama: Gideon Rachman has been in the same
room with most of these strongmen and reported from their countries over a long journalistic career.” --

Simon Tisdall, The Guardian
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