
The Astra House Holiday Gift Guide
When a reader buys... Offer the Astra House gift...

HC ISBN: 9781662650819  •  Price: 28 USD / 37 CAD

To order, contact your PRH rep, call customer service at (800)-733-3000  
or email csorders@penguinrandomshouse.com

HC ISBN: 9781662601033  •  Price: 27 USD / 36 CAD

HC ISBN: 9781662601330  •  Price: 28 USD / 37 CAD

A finalist for the 2022 National Book Award for Fiction • A 
Publisher’s Weekly “Best Book of 2022” • One of the Most 
Anticipated Books of 2022 —BuzzFeed, LitHub, Electric 
Literature, LGBTQ Reads, Latinx in Publishing

The Town of Babylon by Alejandro Varela: an award-winning 
queer coming-of-age story set in the suburbs of Long Island.

The Sex Lives of African Women by Nana Darkoa Sekyiamah: 
a deep, intimate collection of stories about relationships and 
self-discovery—surprising, uplifting, and full of hope.

“The stories, as written by Sekyiamah, are mesmerizing. The women 
shared with her, and by extension with us, with true generosity.”

—Glamour

A highly-anticipated inspirational 
book full of wisdom for women 
written by a beloved celebrity

An award-winning bestseller or 
books that center queer narratives

Home Bound by Vanessa Bee: a memoir that explores themes 
of belonging and home, mother-daughter relationships, globe-
trotting, self-discovery.

“Readers of Home Bound will likely experience that pleasant rush 
of recognizing something personal in someone else’s reality, of 
answering, yes, home feels like this to me, too.”

—Chicago Review of Books

An emotional memoir about fitting 
in, growing up, and navigating a 
complex family

HC ISBN: 9781662601491  •  Price: 27 USD / 36 CAD

Bad Fruit by Ella King: a smart thriller with a strong, biracial 
young female lead that centers around a complex mother-
daughter relationship.

“A wild story of familial trauma and reckoning that never feels 
like a ‘trauma novel.’” —Sophia June, NYLON

A best-selling gripping, page-
turning thriller with a female 
protagonist

HC ISBN: 9781662601293  •  Price: 27 USD / 36 CAD

Identitti by Mithu Sanyal: A darkly comedic satire about the 
outsized power of social media in the current debates about 
identity politics and the power of claiming your own voice.

“Provocative and knotty . . . Identitti is a bracing story, one in 
which Sanyal refuses to give us the easy way out.” 

—Olivia Craighead, The New York Times

A smart book about Internet fame 
and identity politics

Recommendations that will have readers coming back in to thank you!

https://astrapublishinghouse.com/product/the-sex-lives-of-african-women-9781662650819/
https://astrapublishinghouse.com/product/the-town-of-babylon-9781662601033/
https://astrapublishinghouse.com/product/home-bound-9781662601330/
https://astrapublishinghouse.com/product/bad-fruit-9781662601491/
https://astrapublishinghouse.com/product/identitti-9781662601293/


When a reader buys... Offer the Astra House gift...

TR ISBN: 9781662601354  •  Price: 17 USD / 23 CAD

To order, contact your PRH rep, call customer service at (800)-733-3000  
or email csorders@penguinrandomshouse.com

HC ISBN: 9781662601590  •  Price: 23 USD / 30 CAD

HC ISBN: 9781662601637  •  Price: 23 USD / 30 CAD

“[A] firecracker of a debut . . . Abreu’s novel, in Julia Sanches’s 
sparkling translation, is a revelation, perfectly capturing a festering 
summer of meltdowns and shrinking horizons.”

—Anderson Tepper, The New York Times

Dogs of Summer by Andrea Abreu: a story about two girls coming 
of age in the early aughts and a friendship that simmers into erotic 
desire over the course of one hot summer.

Concerning Those Who Have Fallen Asleep by Adam Soto: a 
collection of strange and unsettling stories that explore the quiet 
spaces where the living and the dead haunt one another.

“Concerning Those Who Have Fallen Asleep is weird in all the best 
ways possible . . . These tales are plucked from bizarre worlds, from 
the blood of shadow creatures, from the tears of angels. Let them 
haunt you.” —Gabino Iglesias, author of The Devil Takes You Home

A collection of haunted tales from a 
lauded author of speculative fiction

A translated book by a famous 
author that’s recently been 
adapted to a popular series

No Country for Eight-Spot Butterflies by Julian Aguon: a collection 
of essays full of wisdom and reflections on love, grief, joy, and 
triumph, with an offer to join the author in a hard-earned hope for 
a better world.

A Michelle Obama “Reach Higher” Fall 2022 reading list pick • 
“Aguon’s book is for everyone, but he challenges history by placing 
indigenous consciousness at the center of his project . . . the most 
tender polemic I’ve ever read.” —Lenika Cruz, The Atlantic

A book about natural beauty 
and the transformative power 
of storytelling or a manifesto on 
climate change and resistance

TR ISBN: 9781662601651  •  Price: 15 USD / 20 CAD

Dreaming of You by Melissa Lozada-Oliva: A macabre novel in 
verse of loss, longing, and identity crises following a poet who 
resurrects pop star Selena from the dead.

“A macabre love story that casts an inquisitive eye on Latinidad, 
womanhood, and celebrity worship.” 

—Keely Weiss, Harper’s Bazaar

An intimate collection of poems or 
a morbid spin on celebrity fandom

TR ISBN: 9781662601668  •  Price: 18 USD / 24 CAD

Becoming Abolitionists by Derecka Purnell: A call to imagine a 
more just society.

“Becoming Abolitionists provides a blueprint for each of us 
to begin to run, dream, and experiment toward a just and 
livable future.” —The Nation

A book about justice, activism, or 
anti-racism
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